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Center Programs for 


1st – 8th grade girls 





2019/2020 School year 








Girls have the right…


To be themselves and to resist gender-stereotypes


To express themselves with originality and enthusiasm


To take risks, to strive freely, and to take pride in success


To accept and appreciate their bodies


To have confidence in themselves and to be safe in the world


To prepare for interesting work and economic independence





Girls Inc. of Metro Denver Mission





Our mission is to inspire all girls to be strong, smart and bold. The vision of Girls Inc. is empowered girls and an equitable society. Since its founding as a national organization in 1945, Girls Inc. has expressed its values through a Girls' Bill of Rights. The document has changed over time but has always expressed girls' rights to develop skills for their own success and the community's benefit.





Reporting Abuse 


By the law of the State of Colorado, as professional educators, we are obligated to report any crimes against children. If a child discloses any information to us indicating that she is/has been abused by someone, or if abuse is suspected, it is our responsibility to report this.  


Center-Based Procedure:


Speak with the child privately to collect more information. 


The staff person’s direct supervisor and/or the Director of Programs are notified. If they are unavailable the President/CEO of Girls Inc. of Metro Denver is then notified.  


After consultation the incident is then reported to the correct agency in the county in which the child lives.


All cases are reported to the President /CEO. 





Program Expectations 


Girls Inc. offers a variety of comprehensive classes, field trips, and special events to all girls in an after-school setting. 





Parents must notify Girls Inc. any time their daughter is going to be absent from program. If your daughter is going to miss a day, please call 303-893-4363 before 2pm.








A program calendar for each session will be provided at the front desk or teen center lobby. 





In cases where girls are sick or unable to participate, parents will be notified and asked to pick-up their daughter(s). Unfortunately, we are unable to accommodate sick girls for extended periods of time, so your assistance with this is appreciated. 





Girls Inc. staff and girl members are expected to assist in creating a safe, inclusive, and empowering environment in which to learn and work. 








Student Identification Numbers 


Girls Inc. of Metro Denver will be tracking academic success at several points throughout the year. Knowing your daughter’s grades helps us secure funding for the programs she is participating in and keeps your program fees low. You can do your part by providing Girls Inc. with your daughter’s student identification number. Please note the information that is collected will be confidential and kept with your daughter’s application file.   








Girls Inc. inspires all girls to be strong, smart & bold through life-changing programs and experiences that help girls navigate gender, economic, and social barriers. Programs are research-based and delivered by trained, mentoring professionals in a positive all-girl environment.








Elementary School Programs (1st – 5th) 


Destinee Perkins, Manager of Elementary Programs


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dperkins@gidenver.org" �dperkins@gidenver.org�  303-893-4363 x 105





Middle School Programs (6th – 8th)  


Angel Shabazz, Manager of Middle School Programs     


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ashabazz@gidenver.org" �ashabazz@gidenver.org� 303-893-4363 x 113 








Support Staff


Patricia Ramirez, Program Administrative & Evaluation Coord. 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:pramirez@gidenver.org" �pramirez@gidenver.org� 303-893-4363 x 108 habla español





Charleen Ramirez-Mares, Director of Programs 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:cramirez-mares@gidenver.org" �cramirez-mares@gidenver.org� 303-893-4363 x 130 


habla español





Melina Bixler, Director of Training, Evaluation & Advocacy 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:mbixler@gidenver.org" �mbixler@gidenver.org� 303-893-4363 x 122





Drop-Off and Pick- Up 


Parents may drop off their daughters between 3:00 & 4:30 p.m.





Program classes will be held 4:30-6:00 p.m. (Elementary School: Monday through Friday, Middle School: Monday through Thursday) 





Please pick up your daughters between 6:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. All girls must be picked up by 6:30 p.m.  Any girls left after that time will be assessed a fee of $15. 





Please communicate any special instructions you may have for pick-up with your daughter. Parents are responsible for establishing and communicating rules to their daughters regarding with whom and at what time they may leave the center. 





NOTE: If a girl is still at the center at 7:00 p.m., we will begin to contact the emergency contacts on your enrollment forms.  If no one can be located, we will then contact local authorities/social services to pick up your child.








Pick up Guidelines for Elementary School Girls (1st – 5th): For the safety of your daughters in Elementary School Parents/ Guardians must physically come into the Center to drop-off and pick-up your daughters. 








Pick up Guidelines for Middle School Girls (6th – 8th): You do not need to come in the building to pick up your daughter. She is also allowed to walk to the library after program. 


Library Hours – Mon/Tue 12-8PM Wed/Thurs 10-6PM





Early Pick up 


Regular early pick up is not permitted. If you sign up your daughter for a class she is expected to stay the entire class period and attend the class on all of the days it is offered. We can accommodate special circumstances for the occasional early pick up, but please be aware that 2 early pick-ups count as an absence and will be tracked as such. 





Excused Absences


If your daughter needs to miss a program for the day, please call before 2:00 p.m., especially if your daughter is picked up by our Girls Inc. vehicles. 


Elementary School Absence Policy 


Up to 3 Excused Absences are allotted per session.  


4+ Excused Absences will affect your daughter’s summer registration category and her eligibility for special programs.  


Middle School Absence Policy 


Up to 2 Excused Absences are allotted per session.  


2+ Excused Absences will affect your daughter’s summer registration category and her eligibility for special programs.  


Unexcused Absences: If your daughter misses program and you have not notified us, she may lose transportation privileges or eligibility to participate in programs. 














Schedule�
�
3:00-4:00�
Doors Open & drop-off�
�
3:30-4:25�
Supper �
�
4:25-4:30�
Announcements   �
�
4:30-6:00�
Class time �
�
6:00-6:30�
Parent Pickup  �
�



Clothing


Parents are required to make sure their daughters are dressed appropriately for program. Girls are expected to wear clothes that will allow them to fully participate in programming. Clothing with graphics and/or messages should be respectful to others and pro-girl. 





Supper


Girls Inc. can accommodate food restrictions and/or allergies. Please notify the Manager to discuss your daughter’s needs.





Supper/snack is provided each day of program.





Girls are welcome to bring their own healthy snacks*. If a girl brings her own snack she does not have access to a microwave, refrigerator, or store. Parents must pack food that will remain fresh in a lunch box or bag.  





*food with low nutritional value like fast food or prepackaged food





Onsite Visits


Parents/Guardians are welcome to observe any class.  Please call to schedule your visit with a manager. Upon arrival, check-in at the front desk to receive a parent pass. 





Payments 


Payments are due the first day of every new session. If parents are late making payments, they will lose points. 





Girls earn points based on paying fees on time, regular attendance, and behavior. Points a can affect your future registration in programs.





Emergency contacts


Persons listed as emergency contacts on applications must be informed of their responsibility to promptly pick up your daughter(s) if called. 


Girls Inc. will attempt to notify you that your child has been picked up by an emergency contact.


Please update all emergency contact information at the front desk.





Parking


Off-street parking is limited and parents and visitors may park on neighborhood streets at their own risk. Please, do not park directly in front of our buildings on Julian or in the 15-minute loading zone.














Behavior and Expectations


All girls are expected to fully participate in programming and respect their surroundings, other members, and all staff. Girls may be asked not to return if these expectations cannot be met. 





All girls are expected to follow any rules related to their classes, field trips, or special events. Guardians will be notified if girls are not willing to comply with these expectations and girls may be asked not to return if a mutual understanding cannot be attained.





Violence in any form is not tolerated at Girls Inc. of Metro Denver. In cases where violence is used, guardians of all girls involved will be notified and girls will be suspended. Girls Incorporated of Metro Denver reserves the right to dismiss any girl from program if the girl and/or her guardian have not corrected the violent behavior.





It is our goal to have a good working relationship with parents. We are open to communicating with parents and problem-solving any issues that may arise. However, if for any reason a good relationship cannot be established or maintained Girls Incorporated of Metro Denver reserves the right to terminate the relationship with a girl and her family.





Girls Inc. of Metro Denver is a drug and alcohol-free zone. If girls are involved in a drug related incident, guardians will be notified. We reserve the right to dismiss any girl from program for a drug related incident. Drug related incidents can include: being under the influence, possessing drugs or related paraphernalia, use or distribution of drugs, and reports of drug possession, supply or use.





Electronic Devices  





Elementary School girls (Grades 1st – 5th) are not permitted to use cell phones or electronics while at Girls Inc. Girls must leave their electronics in the locked box at the front desk when they arrive. 





Middle School girls (Grades 6th – 8th) are allowed to bring electronic devices to program and ONLY use it during free time. During class girls will be required to give their devices to the facilitator. If a girl is caught using her device during class she can lose her privileges. 





Head Lice Policy


Our No Nit Policy encourages each family to do their part at home to prevent the spread of lice with routine screening, early detection, and keeping your daughter home until all nits are removed.

















Safety


Girls Inc. of Metro Denver is committed to establishing a safe environment for all. Through work and communication with local (and state) emergency personnel, including Denver Public Schools’ Safety and Risk Management Departments, we have developed response plans for a variety of emergencies. All of our programs practice safety drills at least three times a year (fall, spring, and summer) to help our staff and girls know what to do in the event of an emergency. It also helps us to improve our ability to keep girls and staff safe by evaluating our emergency plans and strengthening our response skills. Practice drills include:





Fire


Shelter in Place


Lockout


Lockdown 





In case of an evacuation, our designated meeting place is the Colorado Family Church located at 14th and Julian. In the event of an actual emergency, parents/guardians will be notified as soon as possible using the Remind app.





In a medical emergency, you will be contacted immediately; if we are unable to reach you, your emergency contacts will be called. Please provide any special medical instructions you wish us to know about your child on the application. Girls Inc. staff is not permitted to administer medication. Please ensure your daughter knows how and when to administer her own medication. 





Program staff is certified in Red Cross CPR and First-Aid.








If you need to reach your child, you may call the center at 303-893-4363 ext. 108. We ask girls to only use the phones in “emergencies”, to help keep phone lines open and available. Girls will be allowed to make calls during their free time. Please assist us in enforcing this expectation.





Please communicate to girls that they are to check-in upon arrival and check out when leaving. In case of an emergency, this assists our staff in knowing which girls are in the building.





Field Trips 


You have completed a membership application and excursion permission form, which we use as a field trip permission form during our normal programming hours. You will only be asked to sign additional permission forms if the field trip location requires an additional waiver or if it will be outside of programming hours. 





Middle School girls (6th – 8th grade) sometimes have permission to explore at their field trip without the direct supervision of staff. In these cases, girls are required to stay in their assigned small groups and carry staff members’ cell phone numbers with them at all times. 
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